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Figure 1. Approximate number of species of Palicourea by country, for the entire range of the genus. Numb

followed by “+” represent conservative estimates for country floras not yet surveyed in detail.

pears to be an important factor in the diversification

of this genus. Adaptations for hummingbird polli-

and even actively defend, Palicourea plants with

green inflorescences and relatively short white co-

rollas (e.g., P. calophlebia Standi., Colombia, pers.

obs.).

Phytogeography and Ecology of Palicourea

Species of Palicourea are concentrated in tropi-

cal South America; they are also well represented

in Central America, particularly in montane Costa

Rica and Panama (Fig. 1). Eight species are found

in the Antilles, most of them in the Greater Antil-

les, and more than 32 species are now known from

Central America (Taylor, 1989, 1990). In South

America, Palicourea is widespread in low-elevation

wet tropical forests and also shows notable centers

of species diversity in wet tropical montane areas.

Palicourea is more species-rich in montane than

lowland habitats. When montane species are de-

fined as those predominantly distributed at or above

1000 melevation (Gentry, 1988), 22 of the 26 spe-

cies known from Costa Rica can be considered

montane (Burger & Taylor, 1993), as can ca. 50 of

the ca. 80 species known from Ecuador (Taylor, in

prep.). The two subgenera recognized below ap-

proximate this habitat distribution: of the 188 spe-

cies of Palicourea classified below, 52 are placed

uted at low elevations, while 136 are placed in sub-

genus Montanae, which is primarily montane. Po*~

icourea is usually well represented locally in

montane forests in both number of individuals and

number of species (e.g., Kappelle & Zamora, 1995;

Silverstone-Sopkin & Ramos-P6rez, 1995). The dis-
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licourea lugoana C. M. Taylor, sp. nov. TYPE:
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